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1843, President Joseph Smith rejected 
him as his counselor; but through the 
intercession of Hyrum Smith, he was 
retained in his office. Early in 1844, 
when Joseph Smith became a candidate 
for president of the United States, the 
same convention that nominated Joseph 
nominated Sidney Rigdon for vice-pres- 
ident. Soon afterward Bro. Rigdon left 
Nauvoo, for Pittsburg, Pa., where he 
remained until after the Prophet's 
death. - The news of the terrible trage- 
dy at Carthage having reached him, he 
hastened back to Nauvoo to offer him- 
self as a guardian for the Church. ` His 
claims were duly considered, but at 
the memorable meeting, held at Nau- 
voo, Aug. 8, 1844, he was rejected by 
the people, and the Twelve Apostles 
were recognized as the head of the 
Church. The subsequent course of 
Elder Rigdon, however, not being at 
all satisfactory, his case was taken 
before the High.Council. at Nauvoo, 
Sept. 8, 1844, and carefully tried. It 
resulted in his excommunication from 
the Church. Soon afterwards he left 
Nauvoo and located in Pennsylvania; 
but in 1847 he made his home in the 
village of Friendship,Alleghany county, 
New York, where he lived uninterrupt- 
edly till his death, which occurred at 
that place July 14, 1876. The “Regis- 
ter,” a paper published in Friendship, 
stated at the time of his death “that 
numerous pilgrimages had been made 
to him from different parts by various 
persons desirous of obtaining further 
information from him relatiye to the 
origin of the Book of Mormon; but he 
unwaveringly adhered to his original 
theory on this matter, being the same 
as that held by the Mormons; and he 
treated with great scorn and contempt 
the statement of parties imputing the 
authorship of the work to himself.” 
(For further particulars, see History of 
Joseph Smith, and early Church publi- 
cations generally; also “Improvement 
Era,” Vol. 3.) : 


KIMBALL, Heber Chase, first coun- 
selor to President Brigham Young 
from 1847 to 1868, was born June 14, 
1801, at Sheldon, Franklin county, Ver- 
mont. He was the son of Solomon F. 
Kimball (born 1771), who was the son 
of James Kimball (born 1736), who was 
the son of 
1707), who was the son of David Kim- 
pall (born 1671), who was the son of 


Jeremiah Kimball (born: 
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Benjamin Kimball (born 1637), who 
was the son of Richard Kimball (or 
Kemball), who was born at Rattlesden, 
county of Suffolk, England, in 1595, and 
who emigrated to America in 1634, 
crossing the Atlantic in the ship “Biiza- 
beth,” and settled in Massachusetts. 
Heber C. Kimball removed with the 
rest of his father’s family from Shel- 
don, Vermont, to West Bloomfield, On- 
tari county, N. Y., in 1811. His father 
was a blacksmith and farmer. In 1806, 
Heber first went to school, continuing 
most of the time until he was 14 years 
of age, when he began to learn black- 
smithing with his father. During 
the war of 1812, his father lost his prop- 
erty, and when Heber arrived at the 
age of nineteen, he found himself de- 
pendent on his own resources, and fre- 
quently suffering for the necessaries of 
life. His elder brother Charles, hear- 
ing of his destitute condition, offered to 
teach him the potter’s trade. The 
offer was accepted, and he continued 
with his brother until he was twenty- 
one years old. In this interim they 
moved to Mendon,Monroe county,where 
they pursued the pottery business.After 
having learned his trade, Heber worked 
six months for his brother for wages. 
In November, 1822, he married Vilate 
Murray,daughter of Roswell and Susan- 
nah Murray, who was born, in Florida, 
New York, June 1, 1806, and immediate- 
ly afterwards he purchased. the prem- 
ises from his brother Charles, and went 
into business for himself as & potter, 
which trade he followed for upwards ` 
of ten years. Sometime in 1823 he re- 
ceived the three first degrees of mason- 
ry, and in 1824, with five others, he pe- 
titloned the Chapter at Canandaigua, 
asking to receive all the degrees up to 
that of Royal Arch Mason. The peti- 
tion was granted, but just previous to` 
the time they were to receive those de- 
grees, the anti-Masons burned the 
chapter bulldinvs. In his early life He- 
ber C. Kimball received many pressing 
Invitations to unite himself with the 
different religious sects of the day, but 
did not see fit to comply until a revival 
occurred in his neighborhood, shortly 
after which he and his wife were bap- 
tized, and they joined the Baptists. 
About three weeks after this occur- 
rence, some Elders of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sajnts came 
from Pennsylvania to the residence of 
Phineas H. Young, in Victor, and learn- 
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